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"WELCOME ABOARD"
We are a l w a y s pleased to have you visit ships of the CruiserDestroyer Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, and we hope that your visit
with a unit of the largest seagoing command in the world will be an
interesting and informative one. If you have questions about what
you see, by all means ask one of the Navymen nearby and he will
do his best to answer your questions.
Statistically speaking, this ship is one of nearly 200 ships in the
Atlantic Fleet Cruiser-Destroyer Force. The ships are manned and
supported by approximately 52,000 men and, if their families were
included, these people could make up a city approximately the s i z e
of Jacksonvi Me, Florida.
Ships of the Force are homeported all along the Eastern Seaboard
from Maine to Key West, with several ships homeported along the
Gulf Coast. They operate in every ocean of the world, as far north
as Iceland and as far south as Antarctica.

CRUISER-DESTROYER FORCE,

J.S. ATLANTIC FLEET
THE CRUISER-DESTROYER FORCE MISSION
With seventy percent of the earth's surface covered by water, maintaining control of the seas is of paramount importance. This mission
f a l l s largely to ships of the Cruiser-Destroyer Force, and to the
o f f i c e r s and enlisted men who man them. Outfitted with the latest
weapons and equipments, these ships are ready to repel any threat,
be it on, under, or above the seas.
Cruisers and destroyers have many capabilities to help them carry
out their vital mission. Among them are convoy and patrol duties,
reconnaissance missions, coastal defense, shore bombardment, air
defense, and antisubmarine warfare. They are also called on to
evacuate personnel from trouble spots and to help in time of national
emergency. Ships of the Cruiser-Destroyer Force are also employed
in diplomatic roles the world over. When trouble flares, destroyers
are invariably the f i r s t ships on the scene.
Ships of the Force, and the technically trained cruiser-destroyermen
who man them, stand ready at all times to assure freedom of the
seas.

A destroyer is a lovely ship, probably
the nicest fighting ship of all.
Battleships are a little like steel
cities or great factories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are floating
flying fields. Even cruisers are big
pieces of machinery, but a destroyer
is all boat.
In the beautiful clean lines of her,
in her speed and roughness, in her
curious gallantry, she is completely
a ship, in the old sense.
John Steinbeck

HISTORY OF USS BROWNSON
The USS BROWNSON (DD 868Hs named in honor of Rear Admiral
Willard N. BROWN SON,-who, during his 42 years of naval service
from 1865 to 1907, served tours of duty as Commander-in-Chief of
the Asiatic Fleet and Superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy.
The present BROWNSON is a 2250-ton Gearing class destroyer
built during the final months of World War II at Staten Island,
New York, by the Bethlehem Steel Company. She was commissioned
November 17, 1945, -at the New York Naval Shipyard, and is the
second ship to bear the name. The first BROWNSON was sunk by a
Japanese aerial attack December 26, 1943, off Cape Glouchester,
New Britain.
Six months after her shakedown cruise to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
BROWNSON sailed to the Antarctic with Rear Admiral Richard E.
Byrd on his "Operation High Jump" polar expedition.
Since that time, BROWNSON has been steaming steadily, living
up to the destroyer's reputation as "the workhorse of the fleet ".
On four different occasions she has been assigned to the U.S.
SIXTH FLEET in the Mediterranean, and has twice participated in
NATO cruises in Northern Europe.
October 1958 marked a new era in the BROWNSON'S career
wnen she joined the then newly formed Destroyer Development Group
Two, whose mission was to develop, test and evaluate new equipment to strengthen the fighting power of the Navy's ships. Most of
BROWNSON'S work with DESDEVGRU TWO has been concentrated
on Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW), the major mission of modern destroyers. For two years in a row, the BROWNSON won the award for
excellence in ASW within DESDEVGRU TWO.
September of 1966 found BROWNSON preparing for deployment to
the Far East with Destroyer Squadron Twenty. From October 4, 1966,
until April 25, 1967, -the ship took part in a seven-month cruise
around the world, which included four months in the Combat Zone
off
the coast of Vietnam The BROWNSON'S time was shared between carrier escort operauons and naval gunfire support of allied
ground forces.

The BROWNSON entered the Boston Naval
Shipyard on December 1, 1967, for a routine overhaul and the addition of new experimental SONAR
equipment. Upon completion, she sailed to Guantanamo Bay for refresher training of her crew.
After a short period in October, 1968, the
BROWNSON was again underway, continuing
SONAR evaluation and training her crew.
BROWNSON completed a six-month Mediterranean-Northern-Europe deployment early in July
1969. For her performance in ASW exercises in
the North Atlantic, BROWNSON was awarded the
Navy's Meritorious Unit Commendation. On 1
July 1969, BROWNSON became a member of Destroyer Squadron Ten.
The BROWNSON entered Boston Naval Shipyard again in October 1969, for installation of
further experimental sonar equipment, which she
is continuing to test. Thus, with the flexability
of her men and equipment, the BROWNSON exemplifies the motto of the Cruiser-Destroyer Force;
"The versatile spearhead of seapower".
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STATISTICS
Length:

390 feet 6 inches

Beam:

41 feet

Displacement:

3040 tons

Speed:

31 knots
Armament:

mounts

two twin 5"/38 gun

ASROC

Six MK 32 Torpedo

DASH

Tubes

COMMANDER EDWARD SISKA
C.O., USS BROWNSON (DD-868)

Commander Edward SISKA was bora at Warren, Ohio in 1928. He
received a direct commission alter serving nine years in the Merchant
Marine.
Commander SISKA has served in USS SHENANDOAH (AD-26),
USS DENNIS J. BUCKLEY (DDR-808), USS JENKINS (DD-447) and
has commanded USS INFLICT (MSO-456). He is a graduate of General Line School at Monterey, California and the Armed Forces Staff
College.
Commander SISKA reports from the staff, Commander Mine Force
U.S. Atlantic Fleet, where he had duties as Assistant Chief of Staff
for Plans.
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We op on s of the Force
The count is minus four and
holding . . . the count is resumed at minus four... three...
two. . .one. . .Missile Away,
Missile Away.....
This would have been strange
jargon indeed in 1902 when the
first destroyer, Bainbridge, a
420-ton, coal-fired ship, was
commissioned. But, since then,
the destroyer has vastly increased her capabilities, and
today missile countdowns aboard
ship are common.
Today, shipboard components
include
such advances as
nuclear power, variable depth
sonar,
missiles capable of
carrying nuclear warheads, and
complex electronic equipment.
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Foremost of the missiles is
Talos, carried aboard cruisers.
It is 30 feet long and has a
range of more than 65 miles.
This missile can carry either
a nuclear or conventional payload.
Terrier, like Talos, is capable
of surface-to-air or surface-tosurface delivery. It is 27 feet
long, has a range of 15 miles and
is carried aboard cruisers and
destroyers.
Tartar, an anti-aircraft missile,
is
carried aboard cruisers,
destroyers and escorts. This
15-foot missile has a range of
ten miles.
The destroyer's role in antisubmarine warfare is similar to

Bombardment by
six-inch guns.

her World War II antisubmarine
warfare
missions,
but new
weapons and techniques have
made the destroyer a more
potent and dangerous adversary
than ever before.
In World War II, the destroyer
had to pass directly over a
submarine to drop her depth
charges, or "ash cans." Today,
antisubmarine torpedoes — small,
high-speed,
electric-powered
units which seek out their
targets
acoustically -- are
common weapons on destroyers.
Another new weapon is the

Antisubmarine Rocket, a onethousand pound missile, carrying
either a homing torpedo or depth
charge. Called ASROC, it gives
the destroyer an attack range
that can be measured in miles
instead of yards. ASROC is
launched like ' a missile and
travels to the target area through
the air. It then enters the water
and seeks out its target.
Hedgehogs are mortar-type projectiles which are fired in
groups of 24 or 48. They land
in a circular pattern and explode
on contact. Their combined
Homing torpedo
is on its way

explosions produce a shotgunlike effect on a submarine caught
within the circle.
Finally, there is the Drone
Antisubmarine Helicopter, called
DASH, This is a small, radiocontrolled, unmanned helicopter,
capable
of carrying either
homing torpedoes or depth
charges to the area of an enemy
submarine.
Detection methods have changed, too. Today, sonar is the
ears of a ship. Conventional
sonar equipment is located on
the keel of a ship to transmit
a sound and receive its echoes.
Variable
Depth Sonar, the
latest advance, is lowered
beneath the "thermal barrier",
a barrier created by layers of
water of different temperatures.
The thermal barrier was a
favorite hiding place for submarines, but lowering the YDS
device from the stern of a ship
has rendered the submarine's
best hiding place virtually
useless.
Not to be forgotten are the
ships' three, five and eight-inch
guns. These are radar and
computer controlled and can be
used against either air or surface targets. They are effective
against surface shipping, and
can provide gunfire support for
amphibious landings, and support search and destroy operations.
Taken together, these weapons
enable the men of a ship to
wage any kind of warfare,
limited or general, in practically
any place, against any aggressor.

Tartar m i s s i l e
is launched.

a personal glimpse
competitive

lively

helpful .

well-fed

loneK

and, a l w a y s glad to be home.

